
  
Contents

List of Illustrations ix
List of Tables xiii 
Preface xv
Acknowledgements xxi

Introduction: Tswana Towns in Context 1

Chapter One: Early Contact 5
Journeys into the interior 7
Tswana ruins on the 19th century landscape 21

Chapter Two: Research Background  23
Descriptive beginnings 23
Early use of ethnography 25
Regional distribution, site types and identities 26
Cognitive models 28
Embracing detail, variability and historical context 30

Chapter Three: Historical Context 33
Regional historical background 33
� e Tlokwa of Marothodi: evaluating oral traditions 35
� e Tlokwa experience from the 18th century 37
Tlokwa territory 44

Chapter Four: Biophysical Context 45
Topography 45
Climate 47
Geology 47
Soils 49
Vegetation 53
Tswana capitals within a Premium Biophysical Landscape 54
Tlokwa copper 55

Chapter Five: Archaeological Context 57
Macro settlement structure 59
Micro settlement structure 64
Metallurgical evidence 65

SAMPLE CHAPTER © 2009 M. S. ANDERSON



MAROTHODI: THE HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF AN AFRICAN CAPITALviii

Chapter Six: Royal Residences 67
Spatial organisation of the ‘Primary’ Kgosing 67
Spatial comparison with Molokwane 74
Excavations at the ‘Primary’ Kgosing 77 
Spatial organisation of the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing 83
Spatial comparison with Kaditshwene 87
Excavations at the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing 88
Discussion 118

Chapter Seven: Copper Specialists 123
Spatial organisation of Settlement Unit 25 123
Excavations at Settlement Unit 25 129
Discussion 159

Chapter Eight: Hearth and Home 163
Spatial organisation of Settlement Unit 26 163
Excavations at Settlement Unit 26 168
Discussion 188

Chapter Nine: Masters of Iron 191
Spatial organisation of Settlement Unit 3 191
Excavations at Settlement Unit 3 196
Iron smelting precincts 204
Discussion 213

Chapter Ten: Organisation of Metal Production 215
� e technology of metal production 216
� e spatiality of metal production at Marothodi 223
Summary 229

Chapter Eleven: Origins, Prosperity and Prospects 231
� e archaeology of identity 231
Production and trade 232
An interdisciplinary approach 234
Directions for future research 235
African pioneers 235

Bibliography 237
Sources of Illustrations 248
Index 249

SAMPLE CHAPTER © 2009 M. S. ANDERSON



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS ix

  
List of Illustrations

Figure 1 Sample of bone scrapers from Marothodi xviii 

Figure 2 Sample of ceramic scrapers from Marothodi xix

Figure 3 � e author discusses copper refi ning furnaces with archaeologists of the future xx

Figure 4 Map of southern Africa showing the location of the Pilanesberg/Magaliesberg region 1

Figure 5 Map of the Pilanesberg/Magaliesberg region showing 19th century Tswana capitals 2

Figure 6 Oblique aerial photograph of the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing at Marothodi 4Kgosing at Marothodi 4Kgosing

Figure 1.1 Map of some historically and archaeologically known Tswana towns 6

Figure 1.2 Booshwana Village, an engraving from Borcherds autobiography 7

Figure 1.3 A painting by William Burchell, depicting his fi rst view of Dithakong 9

Figure 1.4 Historical plans of Tswana houses 10

Figure 1.5 Section and plan of a Bachapin House, by William Burchell 11

Figure 1.6 A painting of the Hurutshe capital Kaditshwene, from a sketch by John Campbell 13

Figure 1.7 A lapa at Kaditshwene, from a sketch by John Campbell 14lapa at Kaditshwene, from a sketch by John Campbell 14lapa

Figure 1.8 One of John Campbell’s original 1820 sketches of Kaditshwene 15

Figure 1.9 Hurutshe women preparing grain at Kaditshwene, painted by Charles Bell 18

Figure 1.10 A Tswana house, painted by Charles Bell 19

Figure 1.11 An 1835 sketch by Peter Wright, showing a meeting with the Tlhaping chief Mothibi 20

Figure 3.1 Map of the Matlapeng region, showing the main Tlokwa capitals 38

Figure 3.2 Chief Gaborone of the Tlokwa 42

Figure 4.1 Map of the Pilanesberg/Magaliesberg region showing mean annual rainfall 46

Figure 4.2 Map of the Pilanesberg/Magaliesberg region showing dominant geology 48

Figure 4.3 Map of the Pilanesberg/Magaliesberg region showing dominant soil types 50

Figure 4.4 Map of the Pilanesberg/Magaliesberg region showing dominant vegetation 52

Figure 4.5 Satellite image of the Matlapeng/Pilwe area 56

Figure 5.1 Oblique aerial photograph of part of Marothodi from the south-east 57

Figure 5.2 Map of the farm Vlakfontein, showing Marothodi walling and nickel sulphide pipes 58

Figure 5.3 Map of the three sections of Marothodi with the nearest nickel sulphide pipes 60

Figure 5.4 Map of Marothodi Central, showing the numbers allocated to individual homesteads 62

Figure 5.5 A sample of the metallurgical debris visible on the ground at Marothodi 64

Figure 5.6 An example of a tuyere fragment from Marothodi 65

Figure 5.7 Map of Marothodi Central, showing the distribution of metallurgical debris 66

Figure 5.8 Map of Marothodi Central, showing the location of larger-scale plans 66

Figure 6.1 Map of the ‘Primary’ Kgosing 68Kgosing 68Kgosing

Figure 6.2 � e large stone granary base in lapa M7 of the SOU in the ‘Primary’ lapa M7 of the SOU in the ‘Primary’ lapa Kgosing 71Kgosing 71Kgosing

Figure 6.3 Tswana granaries at ‘Old Palyape’ in Botswana 71

Figure 6.4 Plan of the kgosing at Molokwane 75kgosing at Molokwane 75kgosing

SAMPLE CHAPTER © 2009 M. S. ANDERSON



MAROTHODI: THE HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF AN AFRICAN CAPITALx

Figure 6.5 Plan of the court complex in the ‘Primary’ Kgosing at Marothodi 78Kgosing at Marothodi 78Kgosing

Figure 6.6 Plan of the excavated trench in the court midden of the ‘Primary’ Kgosing 79Kgosing 79Kgosing

Figure 6.7 North-east facing section of the trench in the court midden 79

Figure 6.8 Rim sherds from the court midden of the ‘Primary’ Kgosing 80Kgosing 80Kgosing

Figure 6.9 Preparing to plan the court midden 81

Figure 6.10 Artefacts from the court midden of the ‘Primary’ Kgosing 82Kgosing 82Kgosing

Figure 6.11 Map of the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing 84Kgosing 84Kgosing

Figure 6.12 Stone cairn and domed monolith in the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing 85Kgosing 85Kgosing

Figure 6.13 Plan of the main ward in the kgosing of Kaditshwene 87kgosing of Kaditshwene 87kgosing

Figure 6.14 Plan of lapa M1 in the ‘Secondary’ lapa M1 in the ‘Secondary’ lapa Kgosing at Marothodi 89Kgosing at Marothodi 89Kgosing

Figure 6.15 Plan of Dwelling Structure 1 in lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa Kgosing 90Kgosing 90Kgosing

Figure 6.16 Plan of Dwelling Structure 2 in lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa Kgosing 92Kgosing 92Kgosing

Figure 6.17 A view of the front veranda of Dwelling Structure 2 92

Figure 6.18 Plan of Utility Structure 1 in lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa Kgosing 93Kgosing 93Kgosing

Figure 6.19 ‘Mosaic’ fl oor tiling on the north-west side of Utility Structure 1 94

Figure 6.20 Plan of Utility Structure 2 in lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa Kgosing 95Kgosing 95Kgosing

Figure 6.21 Plan of the Copper Refi ning Annex, behind lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa Kgosing 96Kgosing 96Kgosing

Figure 6.22 Furnaces in the Copper Refi ning Annex under excavation 97

Figure 6.23 Copper Refi ning Furnace No. 1 98

Figure 6.24 Illustrations of ceramics from lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa Kgosing 100Kgosing 100Kgosing

Figure 6.25 A sample of the metallurgical debris from the Copper Refi ning Annex 103

Figure 6.26 Stone artefacts from Dwelling Structure 1 of lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa M1 of the ‘Secondary’ lapa Kgosing 104Kgosing 104Kgosing

Figure 6.27 Artefacts from Dwelling Structure 2 of lapa M1 104lapa M1 104lapa

Figure 6.28 Artefacts from Utility Structure 1 of lapa M1 105lapa M1 105lapa

Figure 6.29 Plan and section of the trench in the court midden of the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing 106Kgosing 106Kgosing

Figure 6.30 Ash from the court midden is sieved to retrieve small archaeological materials 107

Figure 6.31 Illustrations of ceramics from the NOU court midden of the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing 109Kgosing 109Kgosing

Figure 6.32 Iron ‘needle’ from the NOU court midden 110

Figure 6.33 Stone artefacts from the NOU court midden 110

Figure 6.34 Moulded clay from the NOU court midden 111

Figure 6.35 Beads from the NOU court midden 111

Figure 6.36 Wool sample from the NOU court midden, with enlargement 111

Figure 6.37 Plan and section of the trench in Midden 1 in the SOU of the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing 112Kgosing 112Kgosing

Figure 6.38 Illustrations of ceramics from Midden 1 in the ‘Secondary’ Kgosing 114-115Kgosing 114-115Kgosing

Figure 6.39 Metal objects from Midden 1 117

Figure 6.40 Beads from Midden 1 117

Figure 6.41 Moulded clay from Midden 1 117

Figure 6.42 Graph of ceramic profi le type percentages for the three royal middens 119

Figure 6.43 Bar chart showing scraper densities in the three royal middens 120 

Figure 7.1 Map of Settlement Unit 25 124

Figure 7.2 Oblique aerial photograph of SU25 from the south-west 125

Figure 7.3 View of the circular cattle track in SU25 from the east 125

Figure 7.4 Map of an 18th century homestead at Boschoek in Gauteng 126

Figure 7.5 Examples of Badfontein type walling arrangements 127

Figure 7.6 North facing section of the trench in Midden 1 of SU25 130

SAMPLE CHAPTER © 2009 M. S. ANDERSON



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS xi

Figure 7.7 � e excavation of Midden 1 of SU25 131

Figure 7.8 Illustrations of ceramics from Midden 1 of SU25 132

Figure 7.9 Iron object from Midden 1 of SU25 134

Figure 7.10 Beads from Midden 1 of SU25 134

Figure 7.11 Stone artefacts from Midden 1 of SU25 135

Figure 7.12 Clay cattle fi gurine from Midden 1 of SU25 135

Figure 7.13 Fragment of ivory bracelet from Midden 1 of SU25 135

Figure 7.14 Plan and section of the trench excavated into Midden 2 of SU25 137

Figure 7.15 Illustrations of ceramics from Midden 2 of SU25 138

Figure 7.16 Iron artefacts from Midden 2 of SU25 141

Figure 7.17 Beads from Midden 2 of SU25 141

Figure 7.18 Polishing stone from Midden 2 of SU25 141

Figure 7.19 Sections of Test Pits 1 and 2 in the court midden of SU25 142

Figure 7.20 � e excavation of Test Pit 1 in the court midden of SU25 143

Figure 7.21 Illustrations of ceramics from the court midden of SU25 144

Figure 7.22 Corroded iron ‘pin’ from the court midden of SU25 146

Figure 7.23 Clay horn of a cow fi gurine from the court midden of SU25 146

Figure 7.24 Plan of Dwelling Structure 1 in M30 of SU25 147

Figure 7.25 Dwelling Structure 1 after excavation, viewed from the south-east 148

Figure 7.26 Plan of Dwelling Structure 2 in M25 of SU25 149

Figure 7.27 Eastern end of the door slide of Dwelling Structure 2 of SU25 149

Figure 7.28 Drinking vessel from Dwelling Structure 2 of SU25 150

Figure 7.29 Illustrations of ceramics from Dwelling Structures 1 and 2 of SU25 151

Figure 7.30 Copper objects from Dwellng Structure 1 of SU25 154

Figure 7.31 Stone artefacts from Dwelling Structure 1 of SU25 154

Figure 7.32 Stone artefacts from Dwelling Structure 2 of SU25 154

Figure 7.33 � e author clearing the Copper Smelting Site behind M12 of SU25 155

Figure 7.34 Plan of the Copper Smelting Site behind M12 of SU25 156

Figure 7.35 Plan of Furnace 1 in the Copper Smelting Site 157

Figure 7.36 Furnace 1, showing pieces of displaced daga lining 158

Figure 7.37 Iron object found close to Furnaces 1 and 2 158

Figure 7.38 Graph showing percentages of types of metallurgical debris from SU25 excavations 160

Figure 7.39 Bar chart showing scraper densities in the SU25 middens 161

Figure 7.40 Excavating a dwelling structure 162

Figure 8.1 Map of Settlement Unit 26 164

Figure 8.2 Map of SEL1 at Molokwane 165

Figure 8.3 Plan of lapa M1 and the court complex in SU26 167lapa M1 and the court complex in SU26 167lapa

Figure 8.4 South facing section of Midden 1 of SU26; sieving of midden ash; midden fauna 169

Figure 8.5 Illustrations of ceramics from Midden 1 of SU26 170

Figure 8.6 Artefacts from Midden 1 of SU26 171

Figure 8.7 East facing section of Midden 2 of SU26 172

Figure 8.8 Illustrations of ceramics from Midden 2 of SU26 173

Figure 8.9 Beads from Midden 2 of SU26 174

Figure 8.10 Lapa M1 of SU26, showing Midden 2 under excavation 174Lapa M1 of SU26, showing Midden 2 under excavation 174Lapa

Figure 8.11 Sections of the sondage excavated into the court midden of SU26 175

SAMPLE CHAPTER © 2009 M. S. ANDERSON



MAROTHODI: THE HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF AN AFRICAN CAPITALxii

Figure 8.12 Illustrations of ceramics from the court midden of SU26 176

Figure 8.13 Plan of the Primary Dwelling Structure in lapa M1 of SU26 177lapa M1 of SU26 177lapa

Figure 8.14 View into the front veranda of the Secondary Dwelling Structure 178

Figure 8.15 Plan of the Secondary Dwelling Structure in lapa M1 of SU26 179lapa M1 of SU26 179lapa

Figure 8.16 Plan of Utility Structure 1 in lapa M1 of SU26 180lapa M1 of SU26 180lapa

Figure 8.17 View of Utility Structure 1 during excavation 181

Figure 8.18 Plan of Utility Structure 2 in lapa M1 of SU26 182lapa M1 of SU26 182lapa

Figure 8.19 � e ‘tripod’ hearth in Utility Structure 2 183

Figure 8.20 A Tswana woman uses an early 20th century version of a ‘tripod’ hearth 183

Figure 8.21 � e Copper Smelting Site behind lapa M1 of SU26 184lapa M1 of SU26 184lapa

Figure 8.22 Illustrations of ceramics from lapa M1 of SU26 187lapa M1 of SU26 187lapa

Figure 8.23 Artefacts from the Primary Dwelling Structure in lapa M1 of SU26 188lapa M1 of SU26 188lapa

Figure 8.24 Bar chart comparing scraper densities of SU25 and SU26 189

Figure 8.25 Ngwato women threshing and stamping grain at ‘Old Palyape’ in Botswana 190

Figure 9.1 Map of Settlement Unit 3 192

Figure 9.2 Conducting EDM survey at Marothodi 193

Figure 9.3 � e SU3 Midden during excavation 195

Figure 9.4 Plan of the trench excavated into the Midden of SU3 196

Figure 9.5 Sections 1 and 2 of the SU3 Midden 197

Figure 9.6 Illustrations of ceramics from the Midden of SU3 198

Figure 9.7 Beads from the Midden of SU3 199

Figure 9.8 Moulded clay from the Midden of SU3 199

Figure 9.9 Stone artefacts from the Midden of SU3 199

Figure 9.10 Plan of the Dwelling Structure in lapa M12 of SU3 201lapa M12 of SU3 201lapa

Figure 9.11 Illustrations of ceramics from lapa M12 of SU3 202lapa M12 of SU3 202lapa

Figure 9.12 Sample of the iron smelting slags from the Dwelling Structure of lapa M12 203lapa M12 203lapa

Figure 9.13 Map of the northern slope of Smelting Hill 205

Figure 9.14 View of Hilltop Enclosure 1 from the south 206

Figure 9.15 Plan of Iron Smelting Furnace A 206

Figure 9.16 Iron Smelting Furnace A during excavation 207

Figure 9.17 View into the excavated Iron Smelting Furnace A 207

Figure 9.18 View of Hilltop Enclosure 3 containing Iron Smelting Furnace B 209

Figure 9.19 Plan of Iron Smelting Furnace B 209

Figure 9.20 View into the excavated Iron Smelting Furnace B 209

Figure 9.21 Map of the western edge of SU22(A), showing inner and outer palisades 210 

Figure 9.22 Iron Smelting Furnace at SU22(A) surrounded by its inner palisade support stones 211

Figure 9.23 Plan of the Iron Smelting Furnace at SU22(A) 212

Figure 9.24 View into the excavated Iron Smelting Furnace at SU22(A) 212

Figure 9.25 Glass bead from ‘Area A’ next to the Iron Smelting Furnace at SU22(A) 213

Figure 10.1 John Campbell’s 1820 sketch of a Hurutshe iron smelting furnace at Kaditshwene 217

Figure 10.2 An 1812 engraving of a Tlhaping iron forger at work in Dithakong 218

Figure 10.3 A pair of goat skin bellows connected to a fragment of clay tuyere 221

Figure 10.4 A Venda man making copper wire bracelets in the early 1900s 222

Figure 11.1 � e author examines stone walling at Molokwane 233

Figure 11.2 Tlokwa girls stamping grain, at Tlokweng in Botswana 236

Figure 11.3 � e author introduces local school children to the archaeological legacy of their Tswana ancestors 236 

SAMPLE CHAPTER © 2009 M. S. ANDERSON




